CHANGE JUST ONE WORD

We, the below signatories, representing hundreds of national and international
Civil Society Organizations, encourage the Ministerial Delegation to jointly re-
open negotiations on the inclusion of the right to water and sanitation in the
Ministerial Declaration of the 5" World Water Forum.

Paragraph 15 of the draft Ministerial Declaration currently reads:

“We acknowledge the discussions within the UN system regarding human
rights and access to safe drinking water and sanitation. We recognize that
access to safe drinking water and sanitation is a basic human need.”

We propose paragraph 15 read:

“We acknowledge the discussions within the UN system regarding human
rights and access to safe drinking water and sanitation. We recognize that
access to safe drinking water and sanitation is a basic human right.”

We assert that this language more accurately reflects the fact that the right to
water and sanitation is firmly grounded in international human rights law and
has been recognized unanimously by states participating in numerous
international fora, regional agreements, and declarations in the last two years
including; The 3™ South Asian Conference of Sanitation (SACOSAN), The
First Africa-South America Summit, The Asia Pacific Water Summit and The
Central American Integrated Water Resources Management Strategy
(ECAGIRH). Moreover, several states have recognized the right to water and
sanitation as national law through their constitutions and within their
legislation.

Please be assured of our highest consideration,

Freshwater Action Network

African Civil Society Network on Water and Sanitation (ANEW) — representing
more than 200 local, state and regional African CSO’s and NGO'’s
Tearfund

Centre on Housing Rights and Eviction (COHRE)

Action Contre La Faim

Church World Service, USA

Church of Sweden

Brot fuer die Welt (Bread for the World, Germany)

Norwegian Church Aid

Ecumenical Water Network

Centro Humboldt

Asociacion La Cuculmeca

El Capulin

CIMAC

GPAE

FUDEU

UNOVIDA



ACEPESA

CEDARENA

Comision para el Manejo de la Cuenca Potrero Caimita

UNAGUA

Asociacion para el Desarrollo Integral de las Comunidades de Santa Cruz,
Red Nacional de Iniciativas Participativas para la Gestién del Recurso Hidrico
en Costa Rica

ACICAFOC

ACEPESA

SITRAP

Consumo Etico

Fundacién Parque Nacional Pico Bonito

Patronato de Agua de La Esperanza

Plataforma del Agua

Asociacion de Juntas de Agua del Sur del Parque Nacional Pico Bonito,
Asociacion ltzamna Society

Asociacion Pro Agua del Pueblo

ULEW CHA JA

AURSA

FUNDEMABV

PAF MAYA

SERXELA

Asociacion Cooperativa de Produccion Las Lajas

Red de Filtros Bioarena de Ahuacan Sur

Programas Comunitarios para el Salvador

ADESCO San Bernardo

Asociacion para el Desarrollo del Agua de Occidente

Asociacion Agua Viva

Proyecto para el Manejo Integrado de Cuencas Asociadas con el Complejo
Hidrogréafico Barra de Santiago

Proyecto de Fortalecimiento de la Gestion Ambiental en El Salvador, Micro
region Ahuchapan

Asociacion Nacional para la Defensa, Desarrollo y Distribucion Geolégica del
Agua a Nivel Rural, OCLI

Asociacion Administradora del Agua

Asociacion Comunal de Puente Arce

Asociacion de Organismos de Cuenca del Lago llopango

Comité Interinstitucional Humedal Cerro Grande

Pronatura México, A.C.

Grupo de Estudios Ambientales, AC, México.

Centro de Ecologia y Desarrollo AC, David Barkin, investigador Universidad
Autonoma Metropolitana Unidad Xochimilco, Mexico, D. F.

Frente Mexicano Pro Derechos Humanos, A.C (México)

Frente del Pueblo en Defensa del Agua y la Tierra de Temascalapa (México)
Asociacion de Vecinos del Pixquiac- Zoncuantla, A.C.

Pladeyra, S. C. Planeacién, desarrollo y Recuperacién Ambiental
Ucisv-Pobladores A-.C.

GUERREROS VERDES A.C

Alianza Internacional de Habitantes

Pro San Luis Ecologico A.C. (SLP, México)



Otros Mundos Chiapas, Mexico

Red de cuerpos de agua del Distrito Federal

TIDE water saving technology, Mexico

Sarar Transformacion S.C.

Proyecto Ecologico Ocelotl S.C. Xalapa, Veracruz, México
Movimiento Ambientalista Emiliano Zapata, A.C.
Propuesta Civica (MEXICO)

Fronteras Comunes A.C. Marisa Jacott

Instituto de Ecologia A.C, Isabelle Baroisi Investigadora
Guardianes de los Arboles. A.C. de Cuernavaca Morelos
Global Water Watch Veracruz,

Kolectivo Ramonas, San Luis Potosi, S.L.P. México
Freshwater Action Network South Asia



